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community Lyons defined it as "All people who use a given language
or dialect".
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For Fishman :a Speech community is a subtype of community “all
of whose members share at least a single speech variety and the norms
for its appropriate use”.
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Labov defined it as: "Participation in a set of shared norms; these
norms may be observed in overt types of evaluative behavior, and by the

uniformity of abstract patterns of variation which are invariant in respect
to particular levels of usage".
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a language spoken bymembers of a minority groupor community within
amajority language context.
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Kaplan and Baldauf portray language policy as a set of laws or regulatior or
rules enacted by an authoritative body (like a government) as part of language
plan. Certainly, what Kaplan and Baldauf describe here is lar guage policy but
other activities can be considered language policy as well Language policies do
not need to be enacted by an authoritative body they can emerge from a bottom-
up movement or grassroots organization and not all language policies are
intentional or carefully planned.?
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«Language policy is primarily a social construct. It may consist of various
elements of an explicit nature - juridical, judicial, administrative, constitutional
and/or legal language may be extant in some jurisdictions, but whether or not a
polity has such explicit text, policy as a cultural construct rests primarily on other
conceptual elements - belief systems, attitudes, myths - the whole complex that
we are referring to as linguistic culture, which is the sum totality of ideas, values,
beliefs, attitudes, prejudices, religious strictures, and all the other cultural
'baggage’ that speakers bring to their dealings with language from their
background».?
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L’Afrique du Sud a décidé d'adopter comme politique linguistique un
multilinguisme de stratégie. Cette politique consiste a exploiter apparemment
toutes les ressources linguistiques du pays dans le but d'assurer la communication
la ou une langue en particulier permet de mieux le faire sans entraves. La création
des neuf provinces correspond a ce besoin : chacune d'elle choisit la langue qui
lui convient a la condition de ne pas en promouvoir une seule. Le paragraphe ler
de l'article 6 de la Constitution se lit comme suit :
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Article 6

Langues 1) Les langues officielles de la Républigue sont le sepedi, le sotho, le
tswana, le swati, le venda, le tsonga, I'afrikaans, I'anglais, le ndébélé, le xhosa et
le zoulou.!
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Le francais bénéficie du statut de langue officielle et est utilisé comme
langue de I'Etat malien & tous les niveaux. C'est donc la seule langue de
I'administration, du gouvernement et de I'Etat. Bien qu'il ne soit la langue
maternelle que d'une tres faible portion de la population (seulement environ 15
000 individus), sa connaissance a beaucoup progressé comme langue seconde au
sein de la population malienne...

aprés l'article ler du décret 159 PG-RM du 19 let 1982, les autorités
maliennes ont connu 13 langues nationales: le bambara u bamanankan), le bobo
(bomu), le bozo, le gon (dogo-so0), le peul (fulfuldé), le soninké ninké), le songoy
(songai), le sénoufonianka (syenara-mamara) et le tamasheq malayt). Mais
d'autres langues sont alement reconnues: I'arabe hasanya, le sonkan, le madenkan

et le maninkakan aninka).3
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Selon l'article 3 de la Constitution de I'Espagne (1978): «Le castillan est la
langue espagnole officielle de I'Etat» que «tous les Espagnols ont le devoir de
connaitre et le droit d'utiliser>> (par. 1). La paragraphe 2 énonce: «Les autres
langues espagnoles seront également officielles dans les différentes
Communautés autonomes et en accord avec leur Statut.» Le paragraphe 3 stipule
que «larichesse des diverses modalités linguistiques d'Espagne est un patrimoine
culturel qui doit étre I'objet d'une protection et d'un respect particuliers».?
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En Belgique, toutes les données linguistiques se rapportant sur le nombre des
locuteurs parlant une langue particuliere demeurent approximatives, sans
exception, car ces données reposent sur des bases non scientifiques. Les
recensements linguistiques sont abolis dans ce pays. Il faut se rabattre, par
exemple, sur des données électorales ou scolaires, ou sur la carte d'identité, le
permis de conduire, les actes d'état civil (mariages, naissances, déces), les
annuaires téléphoniques. ..}
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<<an attempt by some person or body ... claiming authority to modify the
language practices or beliefs of a group of speakers .... It assumes the existence of
choice ... and depends on the existence or perception of a significant conflict
between two or more languages, varieties or salient variables>>1
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- Bernard Spolsky, Language management, in : usa by cambridge univesity press, new york,

2009, P : 06.
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« Language policy is all about choices... To understand the nature of this process,
one needs an ecological model that will correlate social structures and situations
with linguistic repertoires. Any speaker or writer is continually selecting features
- sounds or spellings, lexical items, or grammatical patterns - which are significant
markers of languages, dialects, styles, or other varieties of language, and which,
bundled together, constitute recognized and labeled languages, like Navajo or
English or Chinese, or more precisely, varieties of language like American
English, or Midwestern English, or Cockney, or Indian English, or what
Blommaert refers to as "speech resources."

The goal of a theory of language policy is to account for the choices made by
individual speakers on the basis of rule-governed patterns recognized by the
speech community (or communities) of which they are members. Some of these
choices are the result of management, reflecting conscious and explicit efforts by
language managers to control the choices ».1

1 - Bernard Spolsky, Language management, lbid , P : 01.
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« ...the gap between professional and lay varieties of language is a critical issue.
An early study of doctor-patient communication in Britain showed that it was not
just foreign medical personnel who caused problems: most patients surveyed
asked the nurse on the way out "What did he say?" Obviously, the lay/
professional difference is greatly exacerbated when it also encounters a language
barrier. But communication is critical in these domains: a doctor must understand
what a patient is feeling, a patient must understand what the doctor recommends
or requires, and justice demands that police, judges, jury, witnesses, and accused
all understand each other.

That at least is the view from the outside, but if it were shared by all those
who control legal and health institutions, the domains would be self-regulating.
Rather, they have acted (and in many cases still act) with less than full
responsibility. Doctors show a tendency to ignore what their patients say - some
sociolinguistic studies have reported that they tend to invent their own
interpretations... ».!
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1 - Bernard Spolsky, Language management, lbid , P : 115.
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