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Summary

This study focused on analyzing the implicit dimensions of the Palestinian resistance image
from the perspective of director Hany Abu-Assad in the film “Paradise Now.” To achieve the
research objectives, it is represented in identifying all the artistic and cinematic elements used
by Hani Abu Assad in the film Paradise Now, in addition to highlighting the various external
and esoteric connotations of the image of the Palestinian resistance in this film., we carefully
selected a purposive sample of clips. Roland Barthes' approach, operating at both the

denotative and connotative levels, complemented the semiotic method.

Our study revolved around the central question: What is the portrayal of resistance in

Hany Abu-Assad’s film “Paradise Now"? Subsidiary questions included:
o What denotative levels does Hany Abu-Assad employ to depict resistance in the film?

e What connotative levels of resistance imagery does Hany Abu-Assad refer to in

“Paradise Now"?

The study revealed that “Paradise Now” presented a divergent image of Palestinian resistance,
approaching a reality that other cinematic productions might not capture. The film humanized
Palestinian resistance by highlighting the genuine and concealed emotions of the resistance
fighters. Moreover, Hany Abu-Assad left open questions about martyrdom, allowing viewers
the freedom to form their own opinions. The selected film clips also shed light on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict from various perspectives. Additionally, the study emphasized the
personal motivations driving Palestinian resistance members to choose paths leading to

inevitable death, symbolized by Hany Abu-Assad as "paradise."
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