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Abstract:

This thesis falls within the context of critiquing the criticism .1t is based on the comparison of
some of the most salient issues in contemporary literary criticism, which form the confusing face in
the literary criticism scene related to approaching texts and discourses. Post-structuralist approaches
of literary criticism have ended up in a dilemma and chaos in approaching meaning. There has been
a wide semantic multiplicity in approaching texts. The arguments of contemporary criticism based on
the belief in the instability of meaning which led to the identification of a gap between signifier and
signified. This latter becomes in a state of constant delay and absence.

The text which had been considered a closed realm under structuralism has opened up for
multiple readings giving rise to some issues as regards to meaning reflected in the propositions of
post-structuralist critics and their methodologies such as interpretative semiotics with Eco, and
Derrida’s deconstruction, in addition to the German reader-response theories with JAOUS and lzer,
to hermeneutics with Gadamer and Baudrillard. With these approaches meaning been liberated and
there emerged a large room for interpretation of signifiers without any limits. Hence, the reading act
acquired more significance and the central authority in literary criticism shifted from the text to the
reader.

In this context, this research seeks to approach this issue through exposing its manifestations in
the practice of literary criticism, and to contextualize these practices within their approaches in order
to put them to the test. This allows for discovering their various underlying philosophical and
religious backgrounds. The research then sheds light on the implications of these backgrounds on the
formation of this critical scene in literary criticism and by extension on the life, intellect, and man.
KeyWords:

Post-structuralism, criticism, interpretation, open texts, deconstructivism, interpretive reading.




