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Summary of the novel Al-Tabar by: Ibrahim Al-Koni

The novel "Al-Tabar" by: "lIbrahim Al-Koni", in its third edition, published by Dar Al-
Tanweer for printing and publishing in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1992 AD, presents us with an
aspect of the life of the Berber Tuareg tribes living in the Great Libyan Desert.

The novel is based on one of the stories that combines humans and animals in a very
special spiritual relationship between the protagonist "Okhid" (the human) and his Mahri (the

ablaqg) (the animal), a rare and almost extinct camel of an ancient and noble species.

This reference begins with the gift that “Okhid” received from the leader of the Ahgar
tribes, who is still a small dowry, and a spiritual friendship develops between “Okhid” and the
dowry “Ablaq” to the point of fascination with him and his qualities and nobility (his beauty,
stature, and speed..), which led To bragging about him like the rest of the camels in his tribe,
or all the neighboring tribes, so they became inseparable in good times and bad, even in the
emotional adventures of "Okhid" to the neighboring bats that he robbed at night to see his

beloved.
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On one of the late nights and staying up late with the mistresses, the camel ignited the
bats with its thunder-like snoring after engaging in a huge battle with another camel.

Here, the matter of “Okhid” and his “Ablaq” dowry was revealed, and due to the status
of “Okhid’s” father, he was pardoned by the wise tribal sheikh, but the “Ablaq” dowry did not

escape this pardon, due to its rarity, as most of the tribe’s camels were exposed.

As a result of that, he was very cruel, as he was subjected to the greatest affliction, and
the infection of the virulent disease followed him, and the ablaq turned into a mangy pony

with black, bare spots of lint and cracked skin.

So the journey of searching for a cure begins, so Okhid tries for treatment all the known
and established ways and means adopted by the wise. Through the magical herb "Asyar" that

leads to madness.

After a long and arduous journey, he finds it and feeds it from it, and after two days the
plant begins to affect the ablaq, generating suffering between recovery and madness for the
dowry "Ablaqg”, and fear and despair for "Ablag"”, and this makes the latter a vow of a fat
camel to the goddess "Tanit", the goddess of love and fertility, and it was an experience They
lived together, in which Ukhid's blood was mixed with the blood of a blasphemous pony as a

result of running and dragging through the bushes.

After this trial filled with pain, misery and patience, Al-Ablaq is cured of his disease,
and "Okhid" decides to return to his tribe while cursing the female because she spoils

everything and makes suffering and pain the source of life.

After coming to recover completely, "Okhid" did not fulfill his vow to the gods, so
misfortunes fell upon him, starting with the female "Ayur" who entered his life and decided to
marry her despite his father's opposition, so he cursed him and decided to leave the tribe as a
request for freedom to live away from the traditions and customs of the tribe and the rule of
his father, and on his wedding night He sacrifices the vow he had forgotten, and after a while

his wife gives birth to a son.

With the famine due to the Italian war, Okhid is forced to mortgage Okhid in order to
provide for his wife and son with the merchant, Dodo, the cousin of his wife. The mortgage in
exchange for his divorce of the cousin of "Eyor" whom he loved since his childhood, he
refuses this at first, and doubts begin to shake his heart and mind at times, and his attachment

to his father at other times, which made him weaken and divorce his wife, and he travels with
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his father to an oasis where there is plenty of water and pastures with a bag of dust Which

Dodo gave him.

After a while, while he was sitting in the lap of the desert nature in calm and serenity
with his albagah, a stranger comes and tells him about the story of a man who sold his wife
and son for a bag of "tip", so he was carried away by a storm of intense anger that landed him

at "Dodo" on his wedding day from "Ayur" and Kkilled him and threw all the dust in the water

spring.

The sons of the tribe decide to avenge "Dodo" for the revolution (Al-Tabar), and after a
period of time of chasing, hiding and moving from one cave to another. To them, they hang it
on the back of two camels, splitting it in half so that the two friends “Ukhid” and “Ablaq” end

in the same direction, because the curse continued to pursue “Ukhid” and “Ablaq” together.
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