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Abstract

The concept of power in American foreign policy has known several transformations,
which resulted in multiple patterns of power, the latter of which contributed to the
directions of American foreign policy, making it the ability to adapt to changes in the
international environment in order to achieve its interests and its quest to maintain
the status quo based on its global hegemony. The concept of power has shifted the
main focus in American foreign policy, since its exit from the stage of isolation and the
beginning of its gradual intelligent involvement in international affairs. After
September 11, 2001, and the Republicans’ pursuit of the American Century Project, it
had negative repercussions on its international standing, which made its foreign policy
theorists, led by Joseph Nye, calling for the necessity of the United States of America
adopting in its foreign orientations the employment of soft power, the latter of which
possesses the United States of America. Some of its resources make it have a hidden
and powerful influence in attracting and persuading to serve it in achieving its external
interests in its interactions. With the units of the international system, and the
developments in the international environment imposed the necessity of mixing the
two hard and soft powers within one strategy, so the emergence of smart power, and
the development of American technology and communication had the most prominent
pattern of virtual power, which had a significant impact on the transformation of the
concept of power in American foreign policy. The employment of soft power in US
foreign policy, especially with the administration of Barack Obama, has emerged
through the tendency to diplomacy and negotiation and the exclusion of resorting to
military force and foreign interventions. As for the administration of Donald Trump, it
was not a soft-oriented administration in its quest to achieve American interests, as it
was characterized by a contrary approach that does not belong to hard power. Nor to
soft power in its concept, which was addressed and practiced by Barack Obama.
Rather, Donald Trump sought to rely on the perspective of deals and economic
pressure according to a single practical context. As for the current Joseph Robinette
Biden administration, its features are characterized by a tendency to employ soft
power in an intelligent framework, which makes it likely to rely on an approach It
corresponds to some extent with the directions of the Barack Obama administration,
but in an updated form that is in line with the current challenges. This is especially so
since the Joseph Robinette Biden administration phase is not over yet, and the
international arena is characterized by continuous dynamic transformations in a way
that may change the strategies and policies adopted to adapt to that. The act, that is,
the use itself, which is called setbacks. Therefore, the United States of America seeks
to benefit from its past experiences and avoid its strategic mistakes through
diversification in the intelligent use of force.

Keywords: transformation of the concept of power, US foreign policy, soft power
(2009-2024)



