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Abstract:

This study was based on the structural-functional paradigm in addition to
the theory of uses and gratifications and reliance on the media as
explanatory approaches to understanding the impact of political rumors on
users of social networking sites. A field study on a sample of youth from
the province of Tebessa who use Facebook, represented by a sample of
students from the University of Tebessa. Hence, the content of the main

question is as follows:

What is the impact of political rumors on university students who use
Facebook at Cheikh Arabi Tebesi University? Several sub—questions are

included in this question, arranged as follows:

— What are the habits and patterns of using Facebook among the sample

members?
— What are the motives behind the sample members’ use of Facebook?
— What are the implications of the sample members’ use of Facebook?

— What is the level of interest of the sample members in participating in

political discussions raised on Facebook ?

— What is the effect of Facebook in promoting political rumors, according

to the point of view of the sample members?

— To what degree do sample members rely on political rumors circulated

on Facebook as an alternative to political news?



— What is the degree of seriousness of the prominent political rumors that
Algeria has witnessed recently, from the point of view of the sample

members?

- What are the effects on sample members after being exposed to
political rumors spread on Facebook according to the variables of gender

and scientific specialisation?

Since this study is classified according to the method used for
quantitative research, the descriptive approach was followed, relying on the
questionnaire tool to collect data on a multi-stage sample of 386 male and
female students distributed in a similar number. The questionnaire was
divided into the habits and patterns of the sample members’ use of
Facebook, motivations for using Facebook, the repercussions resulting from
the sample members’ use of Facebook, the role of Facebook in spreading

rumors from the point of view

of sample members, the cognitive, emotional, behavioral, and social
effects of political rumors resulting from Algerian youth’s exposure to

political rumors via Facebook.

The study led to a set of results: the majority of respondents use
Facebook permanently (69.2%) and spend more than two hours browsing
(56.50%). Also, the majority of the sample members have a personal

account on Facebook in their real name (65.5%), and the sample members



prefer to publish content they produce on their own more often (57.07%)
than the option of republishing content from other users (42.92%). They
tend to provide entertainment content more than political topics, to which

they do not pay attention.

According to the sample members, political rumors are the most
widespread on Facebook at a rate of 37.32% compared to other types. In
terms of the level of awareness of the respondents about the political
rumors that Algeria has witnessed recently, they stated that the rumors of

the change in the political system constituted high levels of danger.

Regarding the cognitive effects of political rumors, they were positive for
the majority, especially with regard to adopting critical thinking and verifying
the sources of information. As for the emotional effects, the highest
percentage was recorded in the indicator of feelings of anxiety and

scattered thoughts, as well as loss of confidence in political authority.

However, the behavioral effects had the highest positive value in terms of
ignoring rumors and not spreading them, while the indicator that ranked
second was negative, represented by boycotting elections and political life.
According to the sample members, spreading injustice and corruption in
Algerian society is the most significant social impact that political rumors

have.



Keywords: effect, political rumors, social networking sites,

Facebook, youth.
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