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Abstract of the study:

The study addressed the issue of the impact of social changes on the attitudes
of university students towards influencers through social networking sites, with the
choice of Instagram as a model, relying on the theory of media dependence with
the aim of knowing the habits and patterns of using the Instagram platform by
students of the Department of Media and Communication Sciences at the
University of Tebessa and knowing the nature of the social change occurring and
its manifestations and the role of Instagram in this change, and the extent to which
students are affected by Instagram content and influencers, then revealing the
cognitive, emotional and behavioral effects on students of the Department of
Media and Communication Sciences at Tebessa University as a result of social
changes and their impact on Instagram. How do social changes affect university
students' attitudes towards Instagram influencers?

To answer this question and achieve the objectives on which the study was
built, we adopted the descriptive method to understand the behaviors of students as
the group most affected by these changes, and the nature of the subject and the
study community required resorting to the quota sample method and adopting the
guestionnaire form as a tool for data collection, as the number of distributed
guestionnaires reached 59 questionnaires distributed to students of the Department
of Media and Communication Sciences at the University of Tebessa, and a set of
results were reached, the most important of which are:

- Algerian society has undergone profound social change: Technological
change, economic change, political change, educational change, cultural and social
change.

- The study highlighted that the rapid social changes, especially those
associated with globalization and technological developments, have had profound
effects on the attitudes of university students towards Instagram influencers, from
whom they draw news, updates, entertainment, and trends in various aspects of
their lives.

- The study showed that there is a direct relationship between the level of
interaction with Instagram influencers and increasing the level of reliance on them,
as the more the student interacts with the influencer's content, the more he/she
trusts their opinions and advice, which leads to adopting them as a main source of
information, and the greater the emotional relationship between students and
influencers, the greater their influence and the greater the percentage of acceptance
and conviction in their content.

- Influencers' content affects students' behaviors, as it may encourage them to
adopt positive behaviors, or it may lead to the adoption of negative behaviors such
as immersion in the virtual world, pursuit of material appearances, and following
negative lifestyles.

Keywords: Social changes, social media, university students, influencers.





