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Study summary:

Our study examined the significant challenges faced by families of prison inmates at various
levels as a result of one of their members being imprisoned. The absence of this individual from
the family directly affects the inter-relations within it, and the family roles and distribution of
responsibilities at its level are disturbed, which increases the intensity of tensions and
disagreements among its members.

On the psychological level, members of these families suffer from feelings of shame and social
stigma due to society’s negative view of them. They also feel anxiety, depression, and
disappointment as a result of the loss of a loved one.

Economically, these families may lose a major source of income due to the imprisonment of the
primary breadwinner, or get into financial problems to meet the prisoner’s requirements and the
various financial expenses that follow, forcing them to rely on external financial aid that is
often insufficient. This situation pushes some of them to slide towards... Poverty, deprivation,
or even deviance. In addition, prisoners’ families are exposed to social problems such as the
collapse of family ties, isolation, and marginalization by the surrounding society. Their children
may also face educational and behavioral problems due to the absence of the father/mother.

In light of these many challenges, these families need comprehensive support at all levels to
help them overcome difficulties and guarantee their basic rights.




