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abstract

This study falls within descriptive research and aims primarily to understand the
representations of virtual identity among university students on the Facebook platform. It was
initiated by the following main question: What are the representations of virtual identity among
second-year Master's students in Organizational Communication at Martyr Sheikh Larbi Tebessi
University on Facebook? The study aims to shed light on the main motives behind the use of virtual
identity by second-year Master's students, the features of the virtual identity they exhibit, and to
understand the impact of Facebook on shaping virtual identity. It also explores the uses and

gratifications achieved from using this platform.

To address this topic, a descriptive method was used, relying on a questionnaire as the main
tool directed at a purposive sample of second-year Master's students in Organizational
Communication. The questionnaire was distributed in paper form to 101 individuals. Additionally,
the study employed observation and participant observation tools to gather more data about the

study sample.

The study reached several conclusions, the most notable being: the virtual identity expressed
by students on Facebook comprises a set of symbolic images used to communicate with others, as
well as personal data that makes it easy to identify and connect with them. It is also an important
means for students to freely express their opinions and viewpoints to mostly unknown individuals.
Their identities are shaped by what is published on their own platform. The results also showed that
virtual identity allows students to join pages and groups that match their interests by adopting
virtual identities similar to their real ones. They engage in discussions on topics that attract them,

which they cannot interact with or participate in in real life.

Additionally, the results indicated that the majority of the study sample’s virtual identities match
their real identities, as the persona they interact with in the virtual world is the same as in the real

world, in terms of name, surname, and all personal information.

Keywords :Representations, Virtual Identity, Facebook, University Students



