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Abstract.

The appearance of the Elementary Arabic dictionary constitutes a
milestone in the contemporary Arabic lexicography, its importance is due to
its general purpose of facilitating the Arabic language for its users, in to the
category it addresses, to the sources from which it collected the lexical
material and including the value of the specialists who supervised its
development . Because of the importance of definition in the lexical
industry, and its primary role in the establishment of the lexical situation,
this research aims to study the phenomenon of definition in the entries of
the Elementary Arabic dictionary in the light of the outputs of the
contemporary linguistics, as to highlight and scrutinize the multiple
defining methods adopted by the dictionary to achieve its educational goal,
by showing the aspects of mastery in presenting the lexical material, and
trying to uncover the faults and linguistic defects it entails.
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