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e Abstract

Media education has emerged as a new global trend to deal with the mass media, which the
UNESCO has tremendously supported since the 1970s and has called in several conferences
to implement teaching it in schools and universities. The spread of fake news at various
levels, however, led to a growing need for Media education, which would raise the
awareness of the citizens and enable them to apply critical reading to media contents. The
present study attempts to investigate the impact of media education on the media
awareness of university student via applying critical thinking. The target population of the
investigation are the second year Master students in Media and Communication Sciences at
the Social and Human Sciences faculty, Larbi Tebessi University, Tebessa. In order to achieve
the main goals of the investigation, the researcher deployed the descriptive approach and
used a questionnaire to collect data.The results of the study revealed that the media student
is somewhat aware of the reality of media practices and that the impact of media education
on his media awareness manifests clearly on his ability to select media contents and direct
them to serve his own interests thanks to critical thinking. The latter is confirmed by the
theory of seeking and processing information, through the risky process of searching for
information from various sources and processing it; the individual can understand the reality
of media practices and thus adopt the correct position towards them.
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