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Abstract

This study was concerned with research into banners’ dimensions and indications of
the 2019-2020 Algerian popular movement (Hirak) via news pages on Facebook,especially
“Algerian popular movement front” after the digital transition in Algeria from using
traditional means to social media.

The Hirak movement created competition among news pages about covering events
and keeping pace with the rapid development of events in the Hirak movement. Banners used
in the Hirak included ideas, opinions, and demands of protesters and were various in their
forms and meanings. Drawing on the semiotic theory of Roland Barthes, we analyzed banners
and their indications and meanings by asking the following main question:

What are the social and culture’s indications and meanings that were included in the
Hirak banners via the news page “Algerian popular movement front” on Facebook?

This study shows the following results:

1. The terms used in the banners played an effective role in directing the protesters and
sending important and powerful messages to the authorities in the country;

2. The focus on linking carried banners with the common destiny of the Algerian people
through the simplicity and depth of the message and the diversity of languages and dialects
used, such as Arabic, spoken Arabic, French, and Tamazight;

3. The innovative strategy to communicate the people’s voice combined between the mental
and emotional strategy to demonstrate the protesters’ attitude clinged to the case and
homeland by focusing on showing the national flag and using its colors in most banners,
which emotionally motivates recipients to cling to the homeland and worry about its fate; and

4. The series of social and sociocultural meanings in the banners reflected the Arab and
Amazigh values that are derived from the value trends of the Algerian people identity, such as
gathering, union, urbanization, peace, awareness, courage, persistence, challenge, strength,
distinction, and audacity
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