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1- Ronald Wardhaugh And Janet M. Fuller: An Introduction To Sociolinguistics, Willy Black
Well, 7" ed, 2015, p202.
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1- Keith Brown and Jim Miller: The Cambridge Dictionary Of Linguistics, Cambridge
University Press, UK, 1"'ed, 2013, p253.
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1- Ronald Wardhaugh And Janet M. Fuller: An Introduction To Sociolinguistics, p203/204.
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1- Mario Pei: Invitation To Linguistics A Basic Introduction To The Science Of Language,
Doubleday & Company Inc, Garden City, New York, 1965, p35.
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4 zgia) M) ddsaa s 3 coladl a3 (2170 <) Coualall deal Gy Jial)
otnll sl Gl 8 e QI Yy lS ety anindy o gaal) Casiil

o B meie Ol o Al i Ay dygpell Slpal gd anl
Dlae paad QS (el IS Ay il ClpaY) Cun (e denae il

1- Victoria Fromkin, Robert Rodman, and Nina Hyams: An Introduction To Language,
Wadsworth Cengage Learning, USA, 10th ed, 2014, p216.

2- Georges Mounin: Dictionnaire de La Linguistique, p260.

3- Victoria Fromkin, Robert Rodman, and Nina Hyams: An Introduction To Language, p225.
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2- Georges Mounin: Dictionnaire de La Linguistique ,p259.
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1- Nicolai Trubetzkoy: principles of phonology, translated by Christiane A.M. Baltaxe,
University Of California Press, USA, 2nd ed, 1971, p37.

2- Ibid: p38.

3- Ibid: p39.
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Abstract:

This study, entitled “Linguistic Development in Mukhtar al-
Sihah by Aba Bakr al-Razi,” is situated within research concerned
with tracing phonological and semantic change in Arabic. It seeks to
examine the manner in which the lexicon documents structural
modifications affecting lexical forms and the semantic developments
undergone by their meanings. The central research problem lies in



identifying and analyzing the manifestations of such change as
presented in the dictionary, uncovering their patterns and the
governing principles underlying them, and thereby demonstrating
the capacity of Arabic to accommodate emerging transformations
while preserving its linguistic identity.

The study begins by delineating the principal factors
contributing to linguistic change, foremost among them
communicative needs, articulatory economy, dialectal variation, and
the role of usage. It then investigates the major types of
phonological change, including assimilation, dissimilation,
substitution, deletion, and metathesis. In addition, it examines
patterns of semantic change and their implications for semantic
relations, such as specialization, generalization, metaphorical
extension, and contextual shift, while analyzing the lexicographical
strategies employed in presenting and organizing polysemy.

Methodologically, the study adopts a historical approach,
tracing the direction of linguistic development through diachronic
projection and attempting to date the transformations, particularly
semantic ones. This approach aims to highlight the role of Mukhtar
al-Sihah in documenting linguistic change and to affirm its value as
a reference work for understanding the phonological and semantic
evolution of Arabic.

Keywords:

Linguistic change; phonological change; semantic change;
Mukhtar al-Sihah.
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