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Abstract

This study aimed to highlight the role of participatory democracy in strengthening the powers
of municipalities in Algeria, considering the municipality as the territorial community closest
to citizens and most closely connected to their daily concerns. It also sought to clarify the
conceptual and legal framework of both participatory democracy and the municipality, identify
the main powers exercised by municipalities in various fields, and examine the legal and
technological mechanisms adopted to involve citizens and civil society in the management of
local affairs.

To achieve the objectives of the study, both the descriptive and analytical approaches were
employed through describing the various concepts related to the topic and analyzing the legal
texts governing municipalities and participatory democracy in Algeria.

The study concluded that participatory democracy represents an important mechanism for
strengthening the role of municipalities and enhancing citizens’ contribution to local decision-
making through a set of legal and organizational mechanisms that ensure transparency and
public participation. The findings also revealed that digital transformation and modern
technologies have significantly contributed to improving communication between local
administrations and citizens and expanding opportunities for local participation. However, the
effectiveness of these mechanisms still faces several legal, financial, technical, and human
challenges that limit the optimal implementation of participatory democracy at the local level.

Keywords: Municipal Powers; Participatory Democracy; Municipality.



