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The question of terminology occupies a pivotal role in
contemporary linguistic and cognitive research. It functions as the
essential instrument for transmitting, structuring, and localizing
scientific concepts within their linguistic and cultural environments.
Within this framework, the present dissertation, entitled “The
Unification of Arabic Linguistic Terminology: A Study of the Efforts
of the Bureau for the Coordination of Arabization in Rabat,” explores
the challenges of linguistic terminology in the Arab context and
investigates the institutional mechanisms—most notably those of the
Bureau for the Coordination of Arabization—designed to standardize
terminology and facilitate its circulation in scholarly and educational
domains. The study begins by establishing the theoretical foundations
of terminology studies: linguistic and disciplinary definitions, the
distinction between term and terminology, and the identification of
essential components (form and concept) alongside their defining
properties. It also situates this discussion within the Arab-Islamic
intellectual heritage, where early lexicographic traditions combined
the study of words and meanings, laying the groundwork for
specialized dictionaries and revealing the depth of terminological

awareness in Arab culture. In parallel, the development of modern
301




Agplaty) Ll i) jedls

terminology in the West—particularly within European and American
traditions—introduced novel theoretical and methodological
frameworks that profoundly reshaped the relationship between
scientific disciplines and their terminologies. Against this backdrop,
the first chapter examines the state of scientific and linguistic
terminology in the contemporary Arab world. It highlights the
centrality of linguistics as a field of prolific terminological production
and analyzes the origins, forms, conditions of formation, and
mechanisms of term creation, including translation, Arabization,
derivation, and borrowing. The chapter further identifies key
challenges: terminological inconsistency, synonymy and polysemy,
the absence of coordinated planning, and the predominance of
fragmented individual initiatives. It concludes that the crisis of
linguistic terminology in the Arab context has intertwined linguistic,
methodological, and institutional dimensions, which together render
unification an urgent scholarly and cultural imperative. The second
chapter turns to the efforts of the Bureau for the Coordination of
Arabization in promoting unification. After presenting the Bureau’s
historical development, mission, and institutional affiliations—first
with the Arab League, then with ALECSO—the dissertation examines
its methods of Arabization, such as root-based derivation, phonetic

transcription, semantic transfer, and explanatory translation. It also
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considers the Bureau’s organizational strategies, including regular
conferences and symposia, which brought together researchers and
experts to foster dialogue and consensus. The findings suggest that the
Bureau sought not only to articulate theoretical perspectives but also
to implement a practical framework for unification, encompassing the
collection, analysis, discussion, validation, and dissemination of
terms. Special emphasis is placed on the journal al-Lisan al-Arabi,
which functioned as the Bureau’s official platform and as a forum for
scholarly debate on terminological issues. The journal played a crucial
role in cultivating a terminological culture and stimulating productive
discussions on translation, Arabization, and standardization, even as
divergent perspectives and theoretical orientations continued to
challenge institutional cohesion. The dissertation also provides a
critical analysis of the Unified Dictionary of Linguistic Terms, jointly
published by the Bureau and ALECSO. While representing a
landmark achievement in collective terminological work, the
dictionary exhibits certain limitations, such as the predominance of
translation over lexical innovation and significant disparities in
acceptance and use across Arab countries. In conclusion, the
dissertation argues that the unification of Arabic linguistic
terminology is a long-term project that demands an integrated
approach, one that combines theoretical rigor with institutional
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practice and remains open to scientific and technological innovations,
particularly digitization and computational lexicography. Despite the
obstacles it has faced, the Bureau for the Coordination of Arabization
has made substantial contributions to the development of a modern
Arabic terminological culture. Both al-Lisan al-‘Arabi and the Unified
Dictionary of Linguistic Terms stand as significant scholarly
milestones that warrant further development, serving as essential

foundations for strengthening Arabic scientific
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