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Abstract

The management and development of endowment properties constitute a
fundamental pillar of contemporary Algerian legislation. This research concludes
that these properties are subject to a sophisticated management system organized
at both central and local levels, led by the Ministry of Religious Affairs and
Awqaf. At the central level, the Minister holds sovereign decision-making powers
and chairs the National Office of Awgaf and Zakat, established as an investment
and development arm with financial independence and a commercial nature. In
parallel, local administrations and provincial directorates, through their human
structures and the Mosque Institution, fulfill an indirect management role, while
the Wagf supervisor performs direct care and maintenance tasks. Recognizing that
investing in this wealth is the only way to prevent its loss, the new Waqf Law (25-
06) established a comprehensive protection framework. This includes civil
provisions regulating public, private, and joint endowment contracts, and a
criminal component imposing deterrent penalties, including imprisonment and
heavy fines, against all forms of infringement. Furthermore, administrative
protection is achieved through search, inventory, and recovery mechanisms in
coordination with relevant departments. Ultimately, this new legislation
represents a qualitative leap that balances legal protection with economic
efficiency, opening broad horizons for the advancement of this vital sec
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